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DODGERS SPORTS

Dodgers moves involving pitchers Maeda
and Stripling haven't gone well

By BILL SHAIKIN
AUG 15, 2018 |  6:00 PM     

The Dodgers’ decision to fortify their relief corps by moving starters Kenta Maeda and
Ross Stripling to the bullpen has yet to pay off.
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On Tuesday, in his first appearance in his new role, Maeda inherited a ninth-inning tie
and lost the game. On Wednesday, before Stripling could even make an appearance in
his new role, the Dodgers put him on the disabled list.

The All-Star pitcher said he has two compressed discs in his lower back. For now,
Stripling hopes rest and anti-inflammatory medication can resolve the discomfort,
although manager Dave Roberts said that it is “up for debate” whether he can be
activated when he is eligible Aug. 22.

Stripling said that he has dealt with the issue in college and in the minor leagues. He
said that Dr. Robert Watkins, the back specialist he visited Wednesday, assured him
the condition can be managed.

“He’s got nothing but Gretzky and Federer and Kershaw jerseys everywhere, so I
assume he’s pretty good,” Stripling said. “He said this would never be anything that
requires surgery.”

Stripling said he believed that the “unbelievably soft” beds at the Ritz-Carlton, the
Dodgers’ hotel in Denver last weekend, contributed to the problem.

“You wake up like a taco,” he said. “You wake up like you’re sunk in the bed. It’s brutal.”

Jaime Jarrin, 82, the Dodgers’ Hall of Fame broadcaster, said that he too had
experienced that feeling.

“I am with Ross,” Jarrin tweeted. “Those beds give me some discomfort in my lower
back.”

Suspension looming?

Yasiel Puig is expected to learn Thursday whether the league will suspend him for his
Tuesday night skirmish with San Francisco Giants catcher Nick Hundley.
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Benches clear and the Dodgers' bullpen gives it up yet again in 2-1 loss to Giants

AUG 14, 2018 |  11:30 PM

Puig said he would appeal any suspension. He also said that, if he is suspended,
Hundley also should be suspended.

Puig shoved Hundley after the catcher stood up and objected to an expletive Puig
uttered after fouling off a pitch.

Puig said his frustration was directed at himself for missing a hittable pitch, not at
Hundley or Giants pitcher Tony Watson. Said Hundley: “We had some words and
pushed a couple of times.”

After the benches cleared, Puig reached around one of the Dodgers coaches to take
another swipe at Hundley.

Roberts said he believed Hundley’s words instigated the incident. Hundley was ejected,
as was Puig.

“Do I wish he could have stayed in the game? Absolutely,” Roberts said. “That’s the part
I’m going to talk to Yasiel about. He’s more valuable in the game than out of the game.”

Jansen pitches

Kenley Jansen pitched the equivalent of one inning off the Dodger Stadium mound,
two days after throwing a bullpen session. Jansen is on the disabled list after an episode
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of atrial fibrillation in Denver last Thursday.

Doctors there shocked his heart back into normal rhythm, and he is on blood thinners
that do not require him to refrain from physical exertion.

“We want to keep him away from a baseball hitting him,” Roberts said, “or any type of
trauma.”

Jansen and the Dodgers are hopeful that the closer can be activated soon after his
follow-up visit with a cardiologist next Monday.

Bill Shaikin     

Bill Shaikin is the national baseball reporter for the Los Angeles Times. He has worked at The Times since 1997 and
has covered baseball for Southern California newspapers since 1989. He was the beat writer when the Dodgers filed for
bankruptcy in 2011 and the Angels won the World Series in 2002, two events considered beyond improbable before
they happened. He graduated from UC Berkeley and hopes to see the Golden Bears in the Rose Bowl during his
lifetime, just once.

COMMENTS (4)

LATEST NEWS

Trevor Noah drops $20.5 million on a flashy Bel-Air mansion
10m

Dodgers Dugout Newsletter
Weekly

All Dodgers, all the time. Delivered at the start of each series.

ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

https://www.latimes.com/la-bio-bill-shaikin-staff.html
https://www.latimes.com/la-bio-bill-shaikin-staff.html
https://twitter.com/@billshaikin
https://www.facebook.com/latimessports/
mailto:bill.shaikin@latimes.com?subject=Dodgers%20moves%20involving%20pitchers%20Maeda%20and%20Stripling%20haven%27t%20gone%20well&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fsports%2Fdodgers%2Fla-sp-dodgers-report-20180815-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/business/realestate/hot-property/la-fi-hotprop-trevor-noah-20190111-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/business/realestate/hot-property/la-fi-hotprop-trevor-noah-20190111-story.html#nt=latestnews


1/11/2019 Dodgers moves involving pitchers Maeda and Stripling haven't gone well - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-report-20180815-story.html 5/6

Ed Buck's attorney says critics have unfairly used race to blame for two deaths in his
client's home
10m

Review: Keanu Reeves is still a pro in the silly sci-fi film ‘Replicas’
10m

Kamala Harris seems pretty clueless about the Knights of Columbus. That could cost
her with Catholics
13m

Enter the Fray
13m

LATEST DODGERS

Dodgers trade for catcher Russell Martin

1h

UCLA to celebrate Jackie Robinson's 100th birthday with jazz concert

JAN 9, 2019

Dodgers acquire reliever Jaime Schultz from Tampa Bay

JAN 8, 2019

Dodgers Dugout: Who are the three best right fielders in team history?

JAN 8, 2019

A big signing was expected after the Dodgers traded Yasiel Puig, so what are they waiting for?

JAN 5, 2019

About/Contact Corrections

https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-ed-buck-west-hollywood-race-20190111-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-ed-buck-west-hollywood-race-20190111-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-replicas-review-20190111-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-replicas-review-20190111-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/la-ol-2-enter-the-fray-harris-clueless-questions-about-the-1547232312-htmlstory.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/la-ol-2-enter-the-fray-harris-clueless-questions-about-the-1547232312-htmlstory.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/la-ol-2-enter-the-fray-htmlstory.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-russell-martin-20190111-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-russell-martin-20190111-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-jackie-robinson-dodgers-20190109-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-jackie-robinson-dodgers-20190109-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-jaime-schultz-trade-20190108-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-jaime-schultz-trade-20190108-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-dugout-right-field-20190107-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-dugout-right-field-20190107-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-hernandez-20190105-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-hernandez-20190105-story.html#nt=related-content
http://newsletters.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/about/la-contact-us-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
http://www.latimes.com/local/corrections/#nt=footer


1/11/2019 Dodgers moves involving pitchers Maeda and Stripling haven't gone well - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-report-20180815-story.html 6/6

Sign up for our
newsletters

Subscribe for
unlimited access

Archives

Classifieds

Terms

Site map

Advertising

Privacy policy

L.A. Times careers

Find a job

Shop

    

Copyright © 2019, Los Angeles Times

http://newsletters.latimes.com/
https://checkout2.latimes.com/MTRDigital?PID=4667&int=lat_digitaladshouse_4-weeks-99_acquisition-subscriber_ngux_text-link_footer
https://latimes.newspapers.com/
http://classifieds.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/la-termsofservice-20180627-story.html#nt=footer
http://www.latimes.com/about/la-sitemap-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
http://mediakit.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/about/la-privacypolicy-20180703-story.html#nt=footer
https://latimes-cng.icims.com/
https://jobs.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/#nt=footer
https://twitter.com/latimes
https://www.facebook.com/latimes/
https://www.instagram.com/latimes/
https://www.youtube.com/user/losangelestimes
https://vimeo.com/latimes

